
Goldcorp at Home: Imperial Valley Mine in California 

In 2001 Glamis Gold (now Goldcorp) launched operations on a mining 

concession near Fort Yuma, California despite resistance from the 

Quechan people.  The mining exploitation would destroy 55 

archaeological sites and a sacred area for the Quechan people.  

Moreover, cyanide leaching and other contamination would endanger 

inhabitants’ health and general well-being.  Responding to the 

struggles of the Quechan tribe, in 2003 the Californian government 

required the company to backfill holes near sacred sites, restoring the 

area to pre-mine conditions, which essentially made the proposed 

mine unprofitable.  In response, Glamis Gold/Goldcorp sued the U.S. 

government for $50 million under NAFTA chapter 11 for “indirect 

expropriation” of their profits.  CAFTA law provides the same legal 

protection to transnational corporations operating in Central America 

and directly undermines the rights of indigenous peoples to protect 

their territories from harmful profit-maximizing practices.  
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A History of Death by Mining  

Mining by foreign companies 

was prohibited in Guatemala 

during the years of the 

revolutionary government.  It 

wasn’t until 1954, after a CIA-

organized coup overthrew 

democratically elected president 

Jacobo Arbenz and implemented 

a military dictatorship that the 

tide turned for foreign mining 

companies.  Conflicts over land 

rights between mining 

companies and communities 

played a role in fueling the 

violence and repression during 

Guatemala’s 36-year internal 

conflict, a war that left over 

200,000 people dead or 

disappeared.  Mining companies 

were consistently complicit in 

the kidnapping and disappearing 

of local leaders.  
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